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Danville Meet � September 7, 2008 (Sunday) � Danvil le, IN 

Hendricks County 4-H & Convention Center, 1900 E. Main St., Danville, IN 
Dealer Show & Meet - 10AM to 3PM  
Table information: Jim Wilhite at (765) 644-1887 

For more information: Trevor Jones at (317) 625-7626 
 

Fall Layout Tour � September 28, 2008  
Details will be forth coming 

 
Carmel Clay Public Library Train Show � November 8,  2008 (Saturday) 

55 4th Avenue S.E., Carmel, IN - 10AM to 3PM 
�

 
 

Train Show � September 27, 2008 � Greenwood, IN  
Knights of Columbus Hall, US 31 South from Greenwood, then East … mile on Pushville Road 
All Scales/Gauges, Railroadiana, Operating Layouts, Food - 10AM to 3PM 
$3 Adult, Children 14 and under free w/adult.  Tables $15.  Free parking. 

For more information: Robert Kanter at (317) 888-1096; scud1@att.net 
 
Great Train Experience � October 18-19, 2008 � Indi anapolis, IN 

Indiana State Fair Grounds in the Blue Ribbon Pavilion  
Saturday and Sunday Oct 18th and19th. - 10AM to 5PM 

 
Naptown & White River Model Railroad Club Train Show � December 13, 2008� Indianapolis, IN  

 Manual High School Gymnasium � 2405 S. Madison Ave ., Indianapolis, IN 
 Time: 10am to 3pm � Admission: $5 Children under 6  free � Free parking 

For more information: Steve Handly at (317) 786-8627 or http://www.naptownrr.org 
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- Superintendent - 
 
Cain, Thomas 
6383 Dover Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46220-4551 
Phone: (317) 475-7834 
Internet: atsf93@comcast.net 
Noblesville Meet Manager 
& Model Contest Co-
Manager 
 

- Asst. Superintendent - 
 
Studley, Steve  
5115 N Echo Bend 
Bloomington, IN 47404-9040 
Phone: (812) 876-9726 
Internet: studley@indiana.edu 
Clinic Co-Manager  
 

- Paymaster - 
 
Philbrick, Brad 
11253 Loch Raven Blvd. 
Fishers, IN 46037-4191 
Phone: (317) 577-4194 
Internet: 
brad@biotechproducts.com 
Layout Tour Co-Manager 
 

 
 
 

- Chief Clerk � 
 

Lou Venema 
260 N. Wildwood Trail 
Rockville, IN 47872-7762 
Phone: (765) 344-0211 
Internet: 
lou.venema@prodigy.net 
Historian 

 
- Trainmasters - 

 
Keith Clark - Bloomington 
Phone: (812) 876-6799 
Internet: kclark@mccsc.edu 
Promotions - Rusty Spike 
Editor 
 
Tom Fitzsimmons � Fishers 
Phone: (317) 570-9578 
Internet: 
tfitzhome@yahoo.com 
Model Contest Co-Manager 
 
Julian Garner - Indianapolis 
Phone: (317) 577-1763 
Internet: 
juliangarner@hotmail.com 
 
Trevor Jones - Bloomington 
Phone: (317) 625-7626 
Internet: trevjn@sbcglobal.net 
Module Manager 
 

Bill Litkenhous � Bedford 
Phone: (812) 275-3634 
Internet: billlit@comcast.net 
Bedford Meet Manager,  
Clinic Co- Manager & 
Regional Delegate-at-Large 
 
Mike Nicoletti - Ingalls 
Phone: (317) 474-9095 
Internet: 
MNicolett4@aol.com 
GTE Booth Manager, Photo  
Contest Manager 
 
John Pancini - Avon 
Phone: (317) 272-3796 
Internet: 
jpancini@indy.rr.com 
Layout Tour Co-Manager 
 
Jim Wilhite - Anderson 
Phone: (765) 644-1887 
Internet: 
jwilhite@netdirect.net 
Circulation & Membership 
Manager 
 
 

- Managers - 
 
Roger Hensley - Anderson 
Phone: (765) 649-2367 
Internet: 
rhensley_anderson@juno.com 

Webmaster �Rusty Spike 
Publisher 
 
Bill Myers � Noblesville 
Phone: (317) 773-7159 
Internet: bmyers31@aol.com 
CID AP Chair 
 
 

- Past Superintendent - 
 
Gilbert, Larry 
6675 S 200 E 
Markleville, IN 46056-9704 
Phone (765) 779-4039 
Internet: leghome@iquest.net 
 
 
 

Vacant Positions 
 

- Danville Meet Manager - 
- 

(Please contact the 
Superintendent if you would 
like to help out with either of 

these positions.) 

Circulation Manager 
Jim Wilhite 

4823 Buttercup Way - Anderson, IN 46013 
Ph. 765-644-1887 - jwilhite@netdirect.net 

 
Editor 

Keith Clark 
4132 W.  Briar Gate Drive - Bloomington, IN 47404  

Ph. 812-876-6799 - kclark@mccsc.edu 

Publisher/Webmaster 
Roger Hensley 

602 E. 31st Street - Anderson, IN 46016-5416 
Ph: 765-649-2367 � rhensley_anderson@juno.com  

� �

CID web site   
http://cid.railfan.net/ 

The RUSTY SPIKE is the official publication of the Central Indiana 
Division, Midwest Region, National Model Railroad Association, and 
is published at least five times a year just prior to meets. It is sent 
FREE to all N.M.R.A. members in the C.I.D. and non-members may 
subscribe for $5 per year. Articles for publication are welcome for the 
benefit of the readers and the hobby but cannot be paid for. Submit 
articles for publication to the Editor; address changes or mailing 
problems to the Circulation Manager; and advertising or advertising 
inquiries to the Editor.  
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What Is That Metal I�m Using? 
 
We all know that our trains run on nickel silver 
track BUT �what is nickel silver?�   Ditto: What 
are brass, bronze, pewter, Zamak (sic. Zamac), 
pot metal, and a lot of the other stuff on my work 
table?  To put things in perspective these are not 
pure metals, like aluminum, iron, zinc, tin, lead 
or copper, rather they are metal alloys. That is, 
they are a mixture of different metals which 
during their manufacture are melted to form a 
homogeneous blend sort of like chocolate milk.  
The individual metals lose their individuality and 
contribute to the whole. 
 
Let�s start with brass.  Gold in color, brass is a 
copper alloy containing up to forty percent zinc.  
 It can be cast into detail parts; rolled into sheets; 
drawn into wire and/or track.  Brass gets it 
hardness when it is mechanically rolled, at the 
mill, to its final thickness.  This is called �work  
hardening�.  If you want to easily drill or bend 
brass sheet/rod heat it to a dull red with a 
cigarette lighter or a propane torch.  This will 
soften (anneal) the brass to make it readily 
workable. 
 
Nickel silver is also an alloy of copper but with 
additions of nickel AND zinc.  There isn�t any 
silver in nickel silver.  So you see � our trains a re 
still running on brass track. Like brass it can be 
drawn, that�s the way our track is manufactured. 
  Oh, if you�ve ever bought jewelry for your 
significant other and purchased �German Silver�, 
guess what?  German Silver is just another name 
for nickel silver.  
 
If tin is added to copper it becomes a bronze 
alloy.  Bronzes have good wear properties and 
are  often  used  to  make  bearings and bushings. 
 

A misnomer �phosphor bronze� contains no 
phosphorus; it�s a standard tin-copper bronze 
that can be work-hardened to develop good 
spring properties.  It�s found in many couplers. 
 
Mentioning tin it�s the main constituent in 
pewter.  Tin is a soft metal so, to harden it, 
copper and antimony are added.  It is readily 
cast so it makes great detail parts and layout 
scene people.   
 
Zinc alloys go under the trade name of Zamak. 
 Zamak alloys generally contain small 
additions of aluminum, copper and, sometimes 
magnesium.  The alloys are rather heavy and 
are a dull silver in color.  A big advantage of 
Zamak alloys is that they are readily die cast 
into a variety of shapes and sizes.  When we 
purchase a loco with a �die cast frame or 
boiler� we�re acquiring a Zamak model.  
Zamak metal is easily sawn and/or drilled; 
however, when drilling use a lubricant (like 
soap).  This is especially important when using 
small diameter drill bits.  Zamak alloys cannot 
readily be soldered; however, I�ve done it by 
plating the surface with copper then soldering 
to it.   
 
While most of our models do not contain steel 
in their construction, prototypes do.  (An 
exception to the use of steel in models would 
be post WWII kits from Globe, Silver Streak 
and Athearn.)  As many of you probably know 
steel is an alloy of iron containing carbon and 
manganese for hardenability.  In fact, switch 
frogs are made from steel and containing a 
high percentage of manganese. They are 
referred to as  �Hadfield steel�.   The alloy was  
 

(Continued on page 7) 
 

4 



 

    Tom�s Train Signals 
 

We just finished up another fun train 
event with our participation in the 
Fortville and McCordsville area 
Chamber of Comerce �By Air, By 
Rail� festival.  It was three days of 
trains and planes.  For those who 

volunteered or attended it was a nice time to get 
together and run or watch trains.  There were 
other model railroad groups there as well, such as 
the White River and Naptown Model Railroad 
Club, the CINTRAK club, Indy O-scalers, and 
individuals with portable layouts such as Jim 
Sanders G scale live steam, John Pancini, Tom 
Duffy, Keith Herzog, Keith Clark, and Trevor 
Jones.   
 
We said farewell, and good luck to one of our 
most enthusiastic Board Members at this By Air, 
By Rail event.  Mike Nicoletti following his 
retirement has moved back to the part of the 
country that he always called home.  He has 
moved to Hendersonville, North Carolina where 
he has already been in contact with the Apple 
Valley Model Railroad Club.  We will miss Mike 
as he was very active in the CID as a Train 
Master.  He got us involved in the Great Train 
Expo and Worlds Greatest Hobby shows.  He was 
a co-coordinator in our involvement with By Air, 
By Rail, and the Carmel Library Train show.  He 
was a large part of the planning for the Hoosier 
Connection 2007 Muncie Regional Convention 
and he also put a great deal of energy into the 
planning for our bid to the NMRA for the 2012 
National Convention.  Mike was also the 
Manager of the Photo judging done at our train 
shows.  We wish him good luck and we hope to 
hear from him in the future regarding his new 
model train activities. 
 
I want to express my appreciation to our Board 
for all the hard work that they do.  The CID 
Board is full of very talented and 
knowledgeable people regarding model trains, 
but that is not what really qualifies them to be 
on the CID Board, it is their interest and 

willingness to give their time to promote the 
hobby of model railroading.  It would be so 
easy for any of these folks to say �I�m just 
going to spend my time on my home layout,� 
but they have chosen to spend time talking 
about trains and encouraging others in our 
hobby.  It is very interesting to hear the train 
stories from visitors at events such as the By 
Air, By Rail and also at the Great Train Expo 
held at the fairgrounds.  Everything from,  �My 
father had a Lionel Train Set,� to �What scale 
is the most popular?� to �What kind of DCC 
decoder would fit into this kind of 
locomotive?�  Fortunately our Board members 
can answer most all of these questions.  The 
bottom line though is that our Board Members 
are always ready to answer those questions and 
always ready to provide the encouragement to 
move an armchair model railroader on toward 
planning and building their own model railroad 
empire.    
 

Thomas Cain 
Superintendent, CID 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CID Board Meeting Schedule 2008 
 

Dates: August 24th (Executive Board Only) 
           October 5th 
           December 7th 
 

Meeting location: Fall Creek Township Hall 
 116th St. & Brook School Rd. 
 Fishers, Indiana 
 

Time: 1:00 PM 
 

CID members are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. Board members can confirm location and 
date. 
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Results of the 2008 Election of 
CID Officers and Board 

 
*Bold face type indicates elected individual 
 

Superintendent 
Tom Cain    47 
 

Asst. Superintendent 
 Steve Studley   48 
 

Treasurer 
 Brad Philbrick    48 
 

Chief Clerk (All write-ins) 
 Al Kohut   1 
 John Stevens   1 
 Lou Venema   7 
 Bob Case    1 
  (Bob is not an NMRA member) 
 

Trainmaster 
 Tom Fitzsimmons  47 
 Julian Garner   47 
 John Pancini   48 
One (1) write-in for Wayne Maple  
 
48 Ballots received, all in good condition! 
 

Bill Litkenhous 
Election Committee Chair 
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